Press Release:


Wakefield to Celebrate the Songkran Thai New Year Festival 

On April 25th from 1:00PM – 3:00PM, the King of Thailand Birthplace Foundation (KTBF) will introduce the community to the Songkran Thai New Year festival. The festival will be held at Thai Smile Restaurant, 19 Centre Street in Wakefield, Massachusetts.

April 13th is a traditional Thai New Year called Songkran in addition to January 1st.  The word Songkran is from Sanskrit.  It means the beginning of a new Solar Year. Songkran is celebrated to express delight of having another year of age passed and be prepared to enter the New Year.  The festival starts on April 13th every year and lasts for 3 days until April 15th.  To the Thai people, this festival is one of water throwing and although it has religious significance, it usually turns into great fun. Everyone gets soaking wet and since it is the hottest season of the year, the custom is quite refreshing.


Songkran custom is also a religious service in memory of the dead.  In some places, people bring ashes of deceased to the Wat. Monks officiate at a ceremony wherever ashes or bones of dead have been deposited. During the afternoon of the 13th, Buddha images are bathed as part of the ceremony. Young people pour scented water into the hands of elders and parents as a mark of respect while seeking the blessing of the elders.  


A Queen of the Water Festival is called Miss Songkran.  This year Miss Songkran’s name is Ragsosthewee.  She wears pahurad (tighten top) with lotus flower on her ear. Her jewelry is crystal. Her right hand holds three-prong weapon and her left hand holds arrow. She rides the pig.

Another unique Songkran custom is the releasing of live birds and fish.  It is believed that great merit is gained through this kind act.  In many cities, beautiful girls in bright and cheerful color dress form a procession and carry fish bowls to the river where the fish are released.  The releasing-of-fish custom goes back to the days when the Central plains of Thailand were flooded during the rainy season. After the water subsided, pools were left.  As the pools gradually dried up, baby fish were trapped. Farmers in those days caught small fish and kept them at home until Songkran Day to release them into the canals, thereby gaining merit with Mother Nature as well as preserving one of the main items of their diet.  

Certain areas of the Kingdom have their own unique types of games, songs and dances to celebrate the Festival.  It is only natural that the farmers make more celebration as their farm work is at a stand-still, until the rain comes, that is when they can begin plowing for the new rice crop.


It is an old belief that the Nagas or mythical serpents brought on rain by spouting water from the seas. The more they spouted, the more rain there would be. So, one might believe that the Songkran customs, of throwing water is actually a rain-making idea,  the same as in Europe where water is thrown on the last crop of corn on the farmer bringing in the last load of corn, in the hope of having ample rain for the next year's crops.


KTBF chooses to hold the Songkran festival on Sunday, April 25 because we hope that the New England weather will be warmer for the Songkran festival while the weather in Thailand is over 90 degrees.  Thai Smile Restaurant is sponsoring lunch and all arrangements.  Lunch will be served from noon to 1:30 pm. The Wakefield children and KTBF’s friends will join the Songkran parade carrying bird cage and fish bowl.  Miss Songkran will sit on decorated Samlor (tricycle), the famous transportation for foreigners in Thailand. The Klongyao (long drum) crew will lead the parade. The parade will start from the public parking lot and stop at the front of Thai Smile Restaurant.  KTBF directors and some Wakefield residents will dress in Thai Costume of old time for participants to pay respect by pouring scented water onto their hands.  Then, the fun part begins.  

Due to the weather, we will not be able to throw water at each other like in Thailand unless someone wants to get soak and wet and cold.  We will spring a little bit of scented water and put scented, wet and cool Thai powder on each other face. 
 Thai performance, such as “Can” dance will follow.  Steven Belanger of Wakefield and a student of Sityodtong Muay Thai Academy and his colleague will perform Muay Thai (Thai kickboxing). Joe Thornton of Wakefield and Chris Small of Melrose will lead Songkran games. Come to have fun with us and be a part of KTBF project, “Making Thailand in Massachusetts”.


Tickets are $15 (includes Thai buffet) and can be purchased at Thai Smile Restaurant, or by calling the numbers listed below.


All proceeds will go to KTBF, a non-profit corporation and public charity under 501(c)(3), KTBF is an organization dedicated to establishing and maintaining a library and museum recognizing the birthplace of His Majesty King  Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand.   KTBF is comprised of Thai and American men and women who believe in cultural exchange, community service, and historic preservation.  


Our objective is to establish and maintain a Cultural Center recognizing the birthplace of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej who is the only monarch of a foreign country to be born in the USA, Mount Auburn Hospital in Cambridge on December 5, 1927. During that time His Majesty’s father, Prince Mahidol Songkla studied at Harvard Medical School and His Majesty’s mother, Princess Sangwal studied at Simmons College. Our major activity is to promote cultural exchanges.  The program has been highly successful. 


For more information please contact KTBF directly:



Cholthanee Koerojna, President


Tel:     781-213-9933………or………..781-938-1967


Cell:    339-788-7264


Fax:     781-932-3825


E-mail KTBF@thailink.com 

